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City of Twin Falls Policy for Access to Plumbing Cleanouts

 

 This City of Twin Falls policy is to address code section 707.9 of the 2017 Idaho State 

Plumbing Code (see actual 2017 ISPC section attached with this policy). Section 

707.9 of the new 2017 ISPC requires under-floor cleanouts be located within 5 feet 

of a crawl space access opening. After collaboration with staff, contractors and the 

City’s Building Advisory Board, the City of Twin Falls will continue to allow the 20-

foot rule allowed in previous Idaho and Uniform Plumbing Code versions (see actual 

2009 ISPC code section attached with this policy). In accordance with section 301.3 

of the 2017 ISPC, the basis used for this policy is the City’s local ordinance that 

requires all new crawl spaces be 30” deep, which meets the intent of providing 

access for cleanouts. Additionally, all crawl space access opening(s) within 20 feet of 

a cleanout need to have a minimum clear opening dimension of 18”x24”. This policy 

is only applicable within the City of Twin Falls jurisdiction and applies to new 

construction. 

Thank you,

Jarrod Bordi

Building Official
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cleanout extension shall be extended from a wye-
type fitting or other approved fitting of equivalent
sweep.

707.7 Each cleanout for an interceptor shall be outside
of such interceptor.

707.8 Each cleanout, unless installed under an
approved cover plate, shall be above grade, readily
accessible, and so located as to serve the purpose for
which it is intended. Cleanouts located under cover
plates shall be so installed as to provide the clearances
and accessibility required by this section.

707.9 Each cleanout in piping two (2) inches (50 mm)
or less in size shall be so installed that there is a clear-
ance of not less than twelve (12) inches (305 mm) in
front of the cleanout. Cleanouts in piping exceeding
two (2) inches (50 mm) shall have a clearance of not
less than eighteen (18) inches (457 mm) in front of the
cleanout. Cleanouts in under-floor piping shall be
extended to or above the finished floor or shall be
extended outside the building when there is less than
eighteen (18) inches (457 mm) vertical overall,
allowing for obstructions such as ducts, beams, and
piping, and thirty (30) inches of (762 mm) horizontal
clearance from the means of access to such cleanout.
No under-floor cleanout shall be located exceeding
twenty (20) feet (6,096 mm) from an access door, trap
door, or crawl hole.

707.10 Cleanout fittings shall be not less in size than
those given in Table 7-6.

707.11 Cleanouts shall be provided for pressure
drainage systems as classified under Section 710.7.

707.12 Countersunk cleanout plugs shall be installed
where raised heads cause a hazard.

707.13 When a hubless blind plug is used for a
required cleanout, the complete coupling and plug
shall be accessible for removal or replacement.

707.14 Cleanouts for trap arms shall be installed in
accordance with Section 1002.3.

708.0 Grade of Horizontal Drainage Piping.

Horizontal drainage piping shall be run in practical
alignment and a uniform slope of not less than one-
fourth (1/4) inch per foot (20.8 mm/m) or 2 percent
toward the point of disposal provided that, where it
is impractical due to the depth of the street sewer, to
the structural features, or to the arrangement of any
building or structure to obtain a slope of one-fourth
(1/4) of an inch per foot (20.8 mm/m) or 2 percent,
any such pipe or piping four (4) inches (100 mm) or
larger in diameter may have a slope of not less than
one-eighth (1/8) of an inch per foot (10.4 mm/m) or
1 percent, when first approved by the Authority
Having Jurisdiction.

709.0 Gravity Drainage Required.

Wherever practicable, plumbing fixtures shall be
drained to the public sewer or private sewage
disposal system by gravity. 

710.0 Drainage of Fixtures located Below the Next

Upstream Manhole or Below the Main Sewer level.

710.1 Where a fixture is installed on a floor level that
is lower than the next upstream manhole cover of the
public or private sewer, serving such drainage
piping, shall be protected from backflow of sewage
by installing an approved type of backwater valve.
Fixtures on floor levels above such elevation shall
not discharge through the backwater valve.
Cleanouts for drains that pass through a backwater
valve shall be clearly identified with a permanent
label stating “backwater valve downstream”.

710.2 Drainage piping serving fixtures that are
located below the crown level of the main sewer
shall discharge into an approved water-tight sump
or receiving tank, so located as to receive the sewage
or wastes by gravity. From such sump or receiving
tank, the sewage or other liquid wastes shall be lifted
and discharged into the building drain or building
sewer by approved ejectors, pumps, or other equally
efficient approved mechanical devices.

710.3 A sewage ejector or sewage pump receiving
the discharge of water closets or urinals:

710.3.1 Shall have a discharge capacity of not
less than 20 gallons per minute (75.7 L/m). 

710.3.2 In single dwelling units, the ejector or
pump shall be capable of passing a one and one-
half (1-1/2) inch (38 mm) diameter solid ball,
and the discharge piping of each ejector or pump
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SANITARY DRAINAGE

TaBlE 7-6 
Cleanouts

Size of Pipe Size of Cleanout Threads
(inches) (inches) (per inches)

1-1/2 1-1/2 11-1/2
2 1-1/2 11-1/2

2-1/2 2-1/2 8
3 2-1/2 8

4 & larger 3-1/2 8

TaBlE 7-6 
Cleanouts (Metric)

Size of Pipe Size of Cleanout Threads
(mm) (mm) (per 25.4 mm)

40 40 11-1/2
50 40 11-1/2
65 65 8
80 65 8

100 & larger 90 8

707.6 – Table 7-6
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